
840 Trolley Road • P.O. Box 234 • York Springs, PA 17372 

Phone: (717) 528-4314 Fax: (717) 528-8671 Brand Wesley Eaton, Pastor 

Kathryn E. Stuart 
85 West Pine Street 
417 Riverside Towers 
Coshocton, Ohio 43812 

Dear Kathryn, 

October 16, 200 I 

Please accept my apologies for not having communicated with you before now. 
We have had a rather busy summer here, and there was not time earlier to adequately 
research your request. We found that Rock Chapel Cemetery was the best source of 
dates, but the gravestones for your ancestors were not fully legible without at least some 
perfunctory cleaning, which delayed things further. I hope you find the wait was 
worthwhile. 

William Sadler, Sr. was indeed instrumental in founding Rock Chapel Methodist 
Episcopal Church. We were visited in September by a contemporary heir, Sarah Sadler 
Parker from South Dakota, who did some research at the Adams County Historical 
Society while she was here. She mentioned that she came across a letter from William 
Sadler, Sr. to the King of England, pleading for the sending of Anglican missionaries to 
Pennsylvania. I don't know any more about the letter, but I will be doing my own 
research on it soon. At any rate, it was because of Mr. Sadler's dissatisfaction with 
Anglican/Episcopalian attentions to the spiritual needs of Adams County that he invited 
and supported the establishment of a Methodist preaching house in Huntington 
Township, sometime near the end of the 181

h century. But now, to the heart of your 

request. 

William Sadler, Sr. , according the date inscribed upon his gravestone, was born 
October 1, 1771 , not 1777, as per your previous record. Mr. Sadler died July 8, 1848. 
According to the dates upon her gravestone, Lydia Leas Sadler died July 9, 1864, not July 
31, 1857, as per your previous record. Lydia's gravestone notes that she was aged 79 
years, 10 months, 19 days at the time of her death. This indeed puts her birth sometime 
in 1784 (I'll let you do the math to calculate an exact birth date). Future research I have 
planned concerning Rock Chapel should bring me into further contact with William 
Sadler, Sr. and Lydia Leas Sadler. As I find out more, I' ll be sure to contact you. 

Sharing God's grace in nurturing pe1·sons on their journey to know God, 

to know who God wants them to be, and to respond to God's call upon their lives. 
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With regards to Thomas and Eliza Sadler McCleary, I have the following to share 
with you. Thomas McCleary was born March 13, 1803 and died March 22, 1851. Eliza 
Sadler McCleary died July 31, 1856, aged 50 years, 6 months, and 29 days. This is all 
the information available on the McClearys. It was garnered from their gravestones in 
Rock Chapel Cemetery. Both stones are clearly legible, although Eliza's has been 
damaged on the top. °Lydia Leas Sadler's gravestone is in very good condition. The 
gravestone of William Sadler, Sr., is deteriorating, but the dates remain reasonably 
legible. Thomas and Eliza are buried right beside Eliza's parents. 

I found it interesting to discover that there must have been some tradition-with 
regard to how gravestones were marked differently with the dates for males and females. 
Married women were always identified as "the wife of' someone, but more interestingly 
their birth dates are never inscribed. Instead, their exact age to the day is inscribed under 
the date of death. Men, on the other hand, are identified by name with the date of birth 
and the date of death being given; sometimes, as in Thomas McCleary' s case, exact age 
for a man is also inscribed. 

I have included some photographs of the gravestones, which I thought you might 
find helpful. If this information has been helpful to you, and you would like to offer a 
small donation for the preservation of Rock Chapel, you can make your check payable to 
"Rock Chapel" and mail it to us here at York Springs Church. Again, I apologize for a 
long wait. If we can be of further assistance in your quest, please do not hesitate to be in 
touch. 
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Wiffiam and Lydia (Leas) Sad{cr arc buried at this site 

Rock Cfiaycf Methodist Cf1urcf1 a111f Cemetery 

Hunting/011 twy, Adams Co1111ty, Pcnnsyfvania 

About a mife nortf1 of Hcidfersburg 

Tfiis d1urcf1 was buift in 1775 mu! is constructed of cut focaf stone; the trim and tower arc wood. 

It is owned 6y tfie Mctf10dist Congregation of Rock Cfta;xf 

Picture courtesy of Historic A111crica11 B11ifdi11gs Survey 
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